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Happy New Year! I hope that 

the holidays brought you and 

your family joy, wonderful 

memories, and delicious 

food. In October, MPS hosted 

Members’ Night at The Inn at 

the Forks. We were enter-

tained by Dr. Greg Gibson 

and his band and experienced 

the poetic musings of Dr. 

Darek Dawda. Dr. Jennifer 

Frain was presented with the 

President’s Award for her 

continued dedication to the 

profession of psychology at 

the local, provincial, and na-

tional levels. Those in atten-

dance seemed to like the less 

formal event so we hope to 

continue with this format in 

the future.  

 

In this addition of the Society 

Page, you will find a sum-

mary of the Winter Practice 

Directorate meeting. We are 

very excited to be working 

with Meagan Hatch (CPA’s 

new Government Relations 

person), Tyler Stacey-Holmes 

(Manager, Association De-

velopment, Membership and 

Public Relations) who is or-

ganizing Psychology Month 

at a national level, and Dr. 

Melissa Tiessen (Director of 

Education and former Winni-

peger). At our next meeting 

in June, we will be voting on 

whether the Practice Direc-

torate will be supporting a 

National Doctoral Standard 

for psychologists. If this mo-

tion passes, it will be aspira-

tional in nature, but nonethe-

the society pagethe society page  
a publication of the manitoba psychological societya publication of the manitoba psychological society  

  

January 2012January 2012  

  

PPRESIDENTRESIDENT’’SS  RREPORTEPORT  

JJANUARYANUARY  20122012  
AANDREANDREA  PPIOTROWSKIIOTROWSKI    

PPHH.D., C.P.D., C.PSYCHSYCH..  
MPS PMPS PRESIDENTRESIDENT, 2010, 2010--20122012  

 

February is  

Psychology  

Month 
& 

The new Format   

MGA 
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More info inside this issue 
 

less it would be a big move for 

psychology. The other issue that 

we are just starting to discuss is 

whether psychologists are inter-

ested in being covered under 

Medicare, either fully or by us-

ing a mixed model (as in Aus-

tralia). MPS will be soliciting 

the opinions of its members 

over the next few months. We 

also met with Rodney Hancock, 

President and CEO of 

McFarland-Rowlands Insur-

ance. At no increase to premi-

ums, members will receive cov-

erage for: a) Expert Witnesses 

with a limit of $5000; b) com-

(Continued on page 2) 
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plaints about members to a Labour Board; and c) com-

plaints about members to the Human Rights Commission. 

More details will be made available with insurance re-

newal letters. 

 

The Minister of Health, the Honourable Theresa Oswald, 

has officially proclaimed that February is ‘Psychology 

Month.’ The proclamation can be found in this edition of 

the Society Page and on our website. We encourage you 

to post it up in your offices. If you are interested in doing 

a presentation for psychology month or if you already 

have a public event planned, please contact Pam Holens 

so that we can advertise it on our website and with post-

ers. In recognition of Psychology Month, Dr. Karen 

Cohen, Chief Executive Officer for the Canadian Psycho-

logical Association, will be presenting at a colloquium 

hosted by the Department of Clinical Health Psychology 

on February 17 (Room PX236 in the PsycHealth Build-

ing, 771 Bannatyne Ave. at 3:00). The title of her presen-

tation is, “Professional Psychology: Supply, Demand and 

Need.” 

 

Dr. Cohen and I are invited to attend the Mental Health 

Summit with governments and key stakeholders from 

across the country that is being held in Winnipeg on Feb-

ruary 15 and 16. The focus of this event will be on mental 

health promotion and prevention, especially with chil-

dren, youth, and families. We are very excited that psy-

chology will be represented at this meeting. I look for-

ward to telling you more about the Summit at the MPS 

conference and AGM on March 15 from 2:00-7:00 

(details in this issue). 

 

MPS is always looking for input from our members. If 

you have a comment or are interested in becoming a 

board member or participating on a board committee, 

please contact me for more information.  

(Continued from page 1) 
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Submit your Members News   
 

We now welcome submissions about MPS members’ professional ac-

complishments. This might include professional appointments, publica-

tions, presentations, promotions, etc. You are also welcome to share news 

about such personal milestones as weddings or childbirths. We hope that 

your submission will contribute to the cohesion of our provincial psycho-

logical community.  
 

Submissions might be as short as one sentence.  

 

Please email all submissions to Darek Dawda @ info@davda.ca  

 

 

Advertizing with MPS    
 

One more reminder that MPS doesn’t advertize in the Society 

Page any longer. We now 1) place ads on our website  - http://

mps.ca - and 2) send a direct email notification to our member-

ship for $150. The adds stay on the website for one month. The 

email notification directly reaches nearly all registered clinical 

psychologists in the province, alongside some graduate psy-

chology students and professionals from other disciplines, who 

are registered with the Manitoba Psychological Society. 

 

Inquiries and requests should be directed to Dr. Darek Dawda 

at info@davda.ca 

https://mbox.server273.com/compose.php?to=info@davda.ca
http://mps.ca
http://mps.ca
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2012 Registrars Winter Update 
 

Another year has rolled by, we are again enjoying warmer than normal winter 
temperatures, and it’s almost the end of January and we can start seriously 

thinking about Spring coming along soon.  Speaking of the end of January, it 

also marks the end our 2012 membership renewal process.   As you all know, in 
order to encourage a prompt response from our members and make it as easy as 

possible to renew their memberships, we recently implemented a number of 

procedures.   These include the Membership Renewal Bonus Program, auto-
mated renewal reminders, and of course, our electronic payments option.    Be-

ing psychologists I am sure we are all interested in whether these interventions 

are actually making any difference in the success of renewal process.  This re-
port looks at one of the interventions, the automated renewal reminders.  Not 

being able to apply a randomized clinical trial, we turn to an old stand-by, the 

quasi-experimental design.  The figure below shows several interesting trends.   

 

First, that the majority of members renewed quite quickly, in the first two or 

three weeks of receiving the renewal notice.  (Note the second frequency bar of 

November 9, while displaying 15, actually represent 30 members.)    In fact, 

31% of the members did so within 7 days, and 50% did so within two weeks.   
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(It also appears that the Membership Renewal Bonus Program incentive may have affected 

responses, since there 75% of the renewals occurred within the 30 day window for receiving 

an entry into the contest, and drops off appreciatively after that, but that would be part of an-
other analyses.)  Second, our automated email reminders are sent every 7 days to all mem-

bers who had not renewed to date.   The graph shows a clear `blip` or increase in renewal at 

those times, supporting the idea that such reminders are quite useful in helping members re-

member to pay their dues.   The third interesting aspect of the graph is the two trends, one 

decreasing to the first week of December (Note the significance of 30 day window above), 

and the other, though based on fewer data points, shows an increasing trend.  One interesting 

interpretation is that the first trend represents the enthusiastic, but busy members who are 

motivated to respond promptly, either intrinsically or because of the Bonus program.  The 
other trend which shows increasing response rate as the end of January approaches, suggests 

a possible fear motivated response, where the “procrastinators” are responding to an ap-

proaching membership deadline, after which their membership lapses.  Of course other inter-

pretations are possible, and perhaps future data and analyses will help clarify things. 

 

Thanks to everyone for renewing their membership.   With your financial and moral support 

the MPS Board of volunteers continues to find wonderful and innovative ways to promote 

the field of Psychology at a provincial and sometimes National and International level: From 
coordinating TV and radio interviews of Psychologists, to meeting with government officials, 

to organizing Continuing Education Institutes and symposium. 

 

How can you help out without joining the board? Well, remember, February is Psychology 

Month and I strongly encourage all of our members to do something to enhance the profile of 

Psychology in their local community; at the local school, community centre, even restaurants 

make great venues.   If you don’t have something prepared, APA has some wonderful power-
point presentations on contemporary topics such as heart disease, stress and health, the mind-

body connection etc, complete with suggested narrative for each slide.  Contact Pam Holens 

(pholens@deerlodge.mb.ca) to get more involved. 

 

We’ll be announcing this year’s winner of the annual Membership Renewal Bonus Program 

(who will receive free entry to an upcoming Continuing Education Institute) at the Spring 

AGM conference.    In keeping with our ongoing innovations, we will have four very inter-

esting symposia and discussion options to choose from prior to the wine and cheese and busi-

ness meetings.   Hope to see you there and in the mean time, have a good Winter! 

 

Douglas J Tataryn, Ph.D. (C.Psych) 

MPS Registrar 

mailto:pholens@deerlodge.mb.ca
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CPA Practice Directorate Update January, 2012 
 

Plans for Psychology Month were at the top of the list of issues discussed during the recent winter 

meeting of the CPA Practice Directorate (PD) held in Ottawa on January 14th and 15th, 2012. Can-

ada’s psychological associations agreed on a strategy to provide Canada’s health ministers with the 

same messages going into their important meeting to be held in Winnipeg in mid February. The 

meeting is focused on mental health promotion and prevention with a particular emphasis on chil-

dren, youth and families. Psychology will be represented through invitations to PD Chair and 

Manitoba Psychological Society President, Andrea Piotrowski and CPA Chief Executive Officer, 

Karen Cohen. 

 

The national advocacy campaign developed in consultation with Delta Media will be launched in 

February by all associations through a central web site. The national survey, whose results are very 

interesting and available at http://www.cpa.ca/polls/ was the first step. (These results were previ-

ously made available to Manitoba Psychological Society members in the fall of 2011).  Based on 

the results, associations will begin contacting key stakeholder groups (professionals and patient ad-

vocacy groups) to work together to improve access to psychological services in particular and men-

tal health and health psychology services in general. These activities will begin during Psychology 

Month. 

 

Policy positions were taken regarding the prevention of concussions in sport and recreation, parity 

in public funding for mental and physical health services, recovery as an important principle in 

mental health and patient centered services that provide the most appropriate services for patients 

and clients in the most timely and cost effective manner. 

 

The PD was introduced to Meagan Hatch, CPA’s new government relations person. Meagan is 

available to assist the Practice Directorate and to provide guidance to individual associations. She 

comes to CPA with four years experience as a political staff person on Parliament Hill, several 

years of experience in the private lobbying business and one year with the Canadian Psychiatric As-

sociation. She led a discussion regarding lobbying and advocacy. One of the highlights of the meet-

ing was a Meagan led excursion onto Parliament Hill on Saturday night to a reception held by Lib-

erals during their National Convention. 

 

For more information on the Practice Directorate, please go to the CPA web site at http://

www.cpa.ca/practitioners/practicedirectorate/. 

 

Andrea Piotrowski        John Service 

President, Manitoba Psychological Society  Director 

Practice Directorate Chair     Practice Directorate 

http://www.cpa.ca/polls/
http://www.cpa.ca/practitioners/practicedirectorate/
http://www.cpa.ca/practitioners/practicedirectorate/
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MPS Annual Conference and General Meeting March 15th
 

Clarion Hotel Manitoba Room Saskatchewan Room 

2:00 pm - 3:15 pm Selected Ethical Issues in Assess-
ment. 
Leader: Len Greenwood 

Description: A case based discussion 
of issues regarding providing in-
formed consent and protecting par-
ticipants from assessments being 
used for unintended purposes. 
Participants are invited to bring for-
ward case summaries for similar dis-
cussion.  Participants are requested to 
give notice of attendance such that 
material can be prepared and distrib-
uted. 

Career-Life Balance & Early Career De-

cision Making 

Leaders: Julie Beaulac & Caelin White 

Description: An early career/student ori-
ented discussion of issues regarding career-
life balance and career decision-making 

  
Pre-registration not required. 

3:30 pm - 4:45 pm Tele-psychology Seminar 

Leaders: Maxine Holmqvist,  Debbie 
Whitney, & Allan Slusky 

Description: An introduction to a 
range of issues around the use of 
technology in psychological practice. 
Participants are encouraged to bring 
questions, resources and examples 
from their own work. 
Pre-registration not required 

Mindfulness, Mediation, Emotions & 
Feelings,& other Synergistic Process in 
Therapy; a Group discussion 

Leader: Doug Tataryn 

Description: Clinicians will get together and 
talk about how they have integrated some 
of the more recent advances in therapeutic 
interventions over the last 10 or so years, 
how they use it in their practise, what has 
worked and what hasn’t worked, etc. 
Pre-registration not required 

5:00 pm - 6:00 pm Open House 

Invited leaders of service consumer-support groups are invited to meet and greet 
psychologists over hors d ’oeuvres.  Support groups can bring their calling cards, bro-
chures and posters, and then mingle with psychologists. 
Sample invitees include: ADAM, MDAM, MABA, Cancer Care, Autism Society, Com-
passionate Friends, Community Living, and Alzheimer’s Society. 
Psychologists attending are urged to connect with those service providers which in a 
concurrent manner contribute to their client’s success. 

6:00 pm - 7:00 pm Annual General Meeting 


